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The Dream Power of the Lo�ery

When tens of millions of people bought lo�ery �ckets recently, we didn’t just create the biggest jackpot in US lo�ery
history. We also experienced a couple of weeks in which millions of us gave ourselves permission to assess our lives and
indulge in fantasies about what we would do if we won the jackpot. Before we let go of that experience, consider what you
learned about yourself and your ambi�ons in the process.

• Did you imagine doing some other type of work or ac�vity that would create greater meaning in your life?
• Did you want to con�nue working as a professional?
• What would you change about your work if you had the freedom of great wealth to do so?
• Would you need to learn new skills?
• Whose help would you need? Do you know the people who would fit the bill?
• Would you need to organize your life differently to accomplish your goals?
• What process would help you figure out the changes that would get you closer to your dreams?

Can you extend that lo�ery-winning “dream state” a li�le longer and consider what changes in your work might be feasible
even without the infusion of a lo�ery jackpot in your life for financial security?

Example:When the effects of the pandemic including remote work and limited re-opening of offices caused a major law
firm to cut back on its expansion plans, the firm’s change of direc�on le� one partner adri�. He had agreed to move to head
up a new office in another part of the country for the firm. The partner was offered the opportunity to stay put in his
original posi�on and the firm agreed to make him whole financially for the disrup�on. But since he had already arranged for
his children to change schools and had transi�oned some clients to new lawyers to handle their work, he decided it was a
good �me to consider other op�ons. He had always wanted to work in government but had not been willing to take a break
in his successful career. He had also thought about working overseas. He reached out to a number of contacts to explore his
op�ons and found several interes�ng possibili�es outside his firm: a government appointment and an assignment to work
overseas for a client. When he told his firm’s chair that he was considering taking one of these op�ons, his firm surprised
him by offering an a�rac�ve role leading his prac�ce group in an exis�ng office abroad. He ended up with three exci�ng new
opportuni�es to pick from.

Do you have to wait to win the lo�ery – or experience some crisis in your law firm – before you give yourself permission to
step outside the normal path and consider something new in your career?

Wishing you the courage to fulfill some of your big dreams and a happy and healthy Thanksgiving!

An earlier version of this newsle�er was published in 2012.

Helping you create and reinforce the habits of successful career building,
gleaned from my work as a business development strategist, trainer and coach
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