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MLK Day: A Day to Remember and Give Thanks

Martin Luther King Day reminds me why I went to law school. I had been a history major at Barnard College in
the Class of 1968 and had applied to both law school and graduate school in history. My senior paper was on
the history of modern police forces in the United States. Looking back, the chaos and violence in the Spring of
1968 propelled me to choose law school. Classes at Columbia that semester had been largely shut down
because of student protests. Then, Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated on April 4, 1968. Next, Robert
Kennedy was assassinated on June 6, 1968. I had served as an organizer of Columbia and Barnard College
student volunteers who handled constituent issues in Senator Kennedy’s New York office. Just two days before
Senator Kennedy’s assassination, I joined other Columbia and Barnard students who marched out of the
graduation ceremony at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine. We were told to expect an obvious signal.The
signal was a recording of Bob Dylan’s “The Times They Are a-Changin”.

I chose a path that I hoped would give me tools to change a very troubled world. I really had no idea until I got to
law school that being a lawyer would provide me with such a powerful framework.

Here we are over 50 years later, again at a time of chaos and violence. Thankfully we did not have a political
assassination on January 6, 2021, but we apparently came close with violent insurrectionists searching for Vice
President Pence, Speaker Pelosi, Senator Schumer and others.

I take this occasion to thank and applaud the many lawyers who have stepped up to use the law to make
change. Here is a small sample of lawyers for whom I have a special regard.

• Stacey Abrams whose organization, Fair Fight, works to protect voting rights.
• Mark Aronchick of Hangley Aronchick who helped uphold Pennsylvania’s 2020 election

results.
• Karen Dunn of Paul Weiss and Roberta Kaplan of Kaplan Hecker & Fink who successfully sued

the organizers of the Charlottesville “Unite the Right” rally.
• Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison who led the prosecution of Derek Chauvin for the

murder of George Floyd.
• Aviva Futorian who helped defeat the death penalty in Illinois and advocates for long-term

prisoners.
• Lynn Hecht Schafran who has led Legal Momentum’s National Judicial Education project for

decades.
• Lawyers in the Innocence Project network who fight to exonerate the wrongfully convicted.
• The late Esther Lardent who created the Pro Bono Institute which has mobilized an army of pro

bono lawyers from law firms and corporate law departments.
• Karen Lash for her work to restore the White House Legal Aid Interagency Roundtable and to

reinvigorate the Department of Justice’s support for access to justice.
• Paul Nathanson who founded Justice in Aging to protect low-income seniors.
• Ralph Neas whose work with the Century Foundation is exposing the Big Lie and other anti-

democratic voter suppression activities.
• Sid Wolinsky, a champion of civil rights and disability rights.

On this solemn day when we remember the courage and sacrifice of Martin Luther King, Jr., I salute each person
in the legal community who has used our special tools as lawyers to address the chaos and violence we face in
2022. I have named just a few of my heroes. Have you thanked your own heroes?
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